




The Belize Barrier Reef is the largest barrier reef 
in the western hemisphere, second in size globally only 
to Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. The Belize Barrier Reef 
Reserve System (BBRRS) was the first marine World 
Heritage site in the Caribbean region when inscribed on 
the World Heritage List in 1996. It is home to almost 1,400 
species of flora and fauna, a complex of reef, mangrove 
and seagrass ecosystems, and over 300 cayes1. These 
ecosystems are treasured by the Belizean populace for 
their economic and socio-cultural values.

Belize is currently at a crossroads. The BBRRS was 
added to UNESCO’s List of World Heritage in Danger in 
2009; today, the future of the site is still threatened by 
offshore oil drilling and damaging coastal construction. 
The threats remain despite the fact that more than 
half of Belize’s population (about 190,000 people) are 
supported by incomes generated through reef-related 
tourism and fisheries. The annual economic contribution 
of reef-related tourism, fisheries and scientific research is estimated to be around 15 per cent of 
Belize’s gross domestic product (GDP). 

The Belizean government can choose sustainability and secure the long-term prosperity of the 
reef. Doing so would ensure that the reef could continue to support fisheries, provide coastal 
protection, and generate revenues for current and future generations. Furthermore, such decisive 
actions could help the BBRRS to be removed from the List of World Heritage in Danger.

As UNESCO’s 41st World Heritage Committee (WHC) Meeting is approaching in July 2017, UNESCO 
will report on the Belize government’s progress towards the corrective measures agreed in the 
latest Desired State of Conservation Report2 (DSOCR). 

The aim of this scorecard is to assess how the Belizean government is currently performing in 
protecting the reef and to provide some recommendations in the lead-up to the WHC in July 
2017 and beyond. We will use this scorecard to track future policies and actions by the Belizean 
government.

1 Protecting people through nature: Natural World Heritage Sites as driver for sustainable development. 2016 Report. WWF
 
2 http://whc.unesco.org/archive/2015/whc15-39com-7AAdd-en.pdf p.27-28



WWF, Oceana-Belize, Belize Institute of Environmental Law and Policy (BELPO), Belize 
Tourism Industry Association (BTIA), Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and Belize 
Audubon Society (BAS) have undertaken an assessment of the performance of the Belize 
government in addressing the key environmental challenges Belize’s reef and its associated 
ecosystems face. This assessment is based on reviewing a range of publicly available information, 
such as published government policies, information derived through desktop research and other 
official publications.

The indicators that make up the scorecard assessment are focused on government policies 
and actions. Policies are an important indicator of a government’s commitments. However, it 
is important to stress that policies have little meaning if they are not effectively enforced and 
implemented. 

Starting from a set of desired indicators for each theme, we have reviewed publicly available 
data relevant to the scorecard priorities, and assessed how close the Belizean government came 
to meeting our recommendations. The scorecard uses three scores to describe the adequacy of 
addressing the recommendations. In order to ensure transparency of the process, we will make 
available all the background indicators and calculations used to generate the final scores.

In carrying out the scoring and summation, fractions with decimal point less than point 5 (0.5) were 
added down and those with decimal points above point 5 (0.5) were added up (e.g. 1.4 was added 
down to 1 and 1.6 was added up to become 2).






















































