
  

Vietnam   Coali�on   for   Climate   Ac�on  
In   2015,   the   interna�onal   community   came   together   and   agreed   that    every   country   has   a   cri�cal  
role    to   play   in   taking   ambi�ous   ac�on    to   address   the   climate   crisis .   Under   the    Paris   Agreement ,  
Vietnam   and   19̃7   other   par�es    commi�ed   to   keep   the   global   average   temperature   rise    to   well  
below   2°C,   and   to   pursue   efforts   to   limit   the   temperature   increase    to   1.5°C .    

Nearly   five   years   on,    the   world   has   not   matched   its   commitments   with   adequate   ac�on .   Not   only  
have   global   emissions   con�nued   to   rise,   but   countries   also   face   increasing   vulnerability   as  
unprecedented   climate   impacts   affect   economies   and   socie�es   around   the   world.   

Vietnam   is   consistently   one   of   the   world’s   most   vulnerable   countries   to   climate   change    –   in   2017,   it  
was   ranked   6   out   of   about   180   countries .   Whether   it   is   sea   level   rise   in   the   Mekong   Delta,   flooding  
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on   the   central   coast,   or   storms   and   droughts   that   are   longer   and   more   frequent   –    the   increasing  
impacts   of   climate   change   pose   serious   threats   to   Vietnam’s   economy   and   society .   

In   addi�on,    Vietnam’s   emissions   are   rising.    As   an   emerging   economy,   Vietnam’s   energy  
requirements   are   forecast   to   double   by   2035   and   Vietnam   will   be   one   of   the   most   energy   intensive  
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na�ons   in   the   world   if   it   does   not   meet   its   2030   condi�onal   emissions   reduc�ons   commitment.   A  3

key   ques�on   for   the   country   is   how   it   will   address   those   energy   needs   while   phasing   out    coal-fired  
electricity   by   2050   in   alignment   with   a   1.5°C   trajectory.   4

Vietnam   is   at   a   cri�cal   point    in   its   history.   In   order   to   address   the   needs   of   its   ci�zens   and   its  
increasing   energy   demands,   Vietnam   needs   to   make   a   profound   shi�   in   how   it   supplies   energy,   builds  
new   infrastructure,   and   provides   goods   and   services   in   the   coming   years.   This   is   the   �me   for   Vietnam  
to    invest   in   the   prac�ces   and   technologies   of   the   future .   This   shi�   will   not   only   allow   Vietnam   to  
address   the   needs   of   its   ci�zens,   but   also   put    Vietnam   at   the   forefront   of   the   net-zero   transi�on    and  
reduce   the   country’s   vulnerability   to    climate   change .  

Many   sectors,   communi�es   and   actors   can   play   a   substan�al   role   in   this   transi�on .   This   includes  
not   only   the   na�onal   government,   but   also   local   governments,   the   private   sector,   civil   society   and  
others   working    across   economic   sectors   with   high   mi�ga�on   poten�al,   ranging   from   energy,   to  
agriculture,   to   land-use   and   forests,   to   waste   management .   
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Renewable   energy   offers   significant   poten�al   to   meet   the   country’s   growing   energy   demands .  
Under   current   planning,   Vietnam   intends   to   deploy   40   new   coal-fired   power   plants   to   help   meet   this  
demand,   making   it    third   in   the   world   for   new   coal   power   development .   This   is   at   a   �me   when   most  
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countries   have   recognised   that    the   climate   is   at   a   cri�cal   inflec�on   point    and   that   it   is    necessary   to  
rapidly   shi�   investments   toward   renewable   energy   instead .   

Renewable   energy   provides   Vietnam   with   the   opportunity   to   leap-frog   to   low-carbon   technologies .  
The   energy   sector   will   already   make   the   largest   contribu�on   to   Vietnam’s   emissions   reduc�on   targets  
commi�ed   to   under   the   Paris   Agreement .    Ramping   up   renewable   energy   can   pave   the   way   for  
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even   more   ambi�ous   emissions   reduc�ons    in   Vietnam’s   Na�onally   Determined   Contribu�on ,    which  
pledges   modest   emissions   reduc�ons   of   8%   by   2030,   or   by   25%   with   interna�onal   support   (when  
compared   to   2010   levels).   7

Already,    businesses,   communi�es   and   local   governments   are   taking   advantage   of    Vietnam’s  
boun�ful   renewable   energy   resources    by   ramping   up   solar   energy   deployment   in   recent   years.    Solar  
energy   will   soon   be   cheaper   than   coal   power,   and   also   delivers   co-benefits   for   sustainable  
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produc�on,   green   jobs,   and   cleaner   air.    Renewable   energy   is   a   key   pillar   in   Vietnam’s   transi�on  
toward   an   inclusive   net-zero   economy,   and   subna�onal   actors   are   inves�ng   in   making   that   transi�on  
a   reality.  

Founding   Declara�on  
There   is   s�ll   a    monumental   gap   between   na�onal   emissions   reduc�ons   targets   and   the   Paris  
Agreement’s   1.5°C   temperature   goal .   The   Intergovernmental   Panel   on   Climate   Change   Special  
Report   on   1.5°C   found   that    the   world   must   reduce   its   emissions   by   45-50%   by   2030,   and   reach   net  
zero   emissions   by   2050,   in   order   to   meet   the   Paris   Agreement’s   1.5°C   temperature   goal .   Closing  9

this   gap   through    enhanced   climate   targets   and   ramped   up   climate   ac�on   is   essen�al   to   safeguard  
the   future    of   Vietnam   and   the   world.   

Na�onal   governments   cannot   meet   the   global   climate   challenge   alone.    We,   the   signatories   of   the  
Vietnam   Coali�on   for   Climate   Ac�on   (VCCA),   pledge   our   commitment   to   ambi�ous   climate   ac�on  
in   Vietnam   in   order   to   support   the   delivery   of   the   goals   commi�ed   to   globally   under   the   Paris  
Agreement   and   the   Sustainable   Development   Goals.   

As   pioneers   from   business,   academia,   sub-na�onal   governments,   media   and   civil   society  
organisa�ons,    we   understand   the   cri�cal   role   that   we   can   play   to   build   a   Vietnamese   economy   that  
is   powered   by   low-carbon,   climate-resilient   prac�ces   and   technologies ,   matching   our   ac�ons   with  
the   urgency   and   scale   required   to   deliver   on   the   Paris   Agreement.   In   fact,    we   believe   that   the  
wellbeing   and   prosperity   of   Vietnam   lies   in   an   inclusive   net-zero   economy   that   creates   new  
opportuni�es   for   sustainable   growth   and   development .   

VCCA   envisions   a   net-zero    economy   that   ensures   the   safety,   sustainability   and   prosperity   of  
Vietnam .   VCCA   stands   for   enhancing    win-win   partnerships   between   the   na�onal   government   and  
non-state   actors    to   foster   the    applica�on,   replica�on   and   diffusion   of   climate   ac�ons   across   local  
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communi�es,   households   and   business    to   support   Vietnam’s   commitments   under   the   Paris  
Agreement.   

We   commit   to   taking   concrete   climate   ac�on   both   individually   and   collabora�vely   in   order   to   make  
the   Paris   Agreement’s   1.5   °C   temperature   goal   a   reality .   First   we   will   priori�se   our   efforts   on   the  
energy   and   industry   sectors,   with   a   focus   on   ramping   up   ac�on   in   five   key   ac�on   areas:   

• Under   the    One   Million   Green   Roofs ,   applying   solar   roo�op   electricity   and   other   green  
solu�ons   to   one   million   homes,   buildings,   offices,   and   produc�on   facili�es   by   2030.  

• Working   at   the   city   level   through    One   Planet   Ci�es    to   develop   and   implement   more  
ambi�ous   city   plans    to   mi�gate   and   adapt   to   climate   change.  

• Promo�ng   the   development   of   mul�ple   land   use   models   that    integrates   agriculture   and  
renewable   energy,    bringing   mutual   benefits   to   local   communi�es,   farmers   and   investors.  

• Reducing   the   greenhouse   gas   emissions   of   key   processing   export   industries    by   working  
collabora�vely   with   industry   associa�ons   and   businesses.  

• Promo�ng   the    co-benefits   of   renewable   energy    and   energy   services   including   a   just  
transi�on   for   vulnerable   groups   in   Vietnam.  

We   will   also   use   our   leadership   and   influence   to    engage   construc�vely   with   the   public   and   with   the  
na�onal   government    to    accelerate   the   implementa�on    of   our   na�onal   climate   targets   and   leverage  
domes�c   opportuni�es   for   higher     ambi�on.    This   includes   through   a   revised   Na�onally   Determined  
Contribu�on   (NDC)   and   development   of   Vietnam’s   Long-term   Low   Greenhouse   Gas   Emissions  
Development   Strategies   (LT-LEDS).   

We   will   also   work   collabora�vely   from   the   local   level   up   to   the   global   level    as   part   of   the   global  
network   of   domes�c   coali�ons,    Alliances   for   Climate   Ac�on .   

We   invite   leaders   from   across   communi�es,   sectors   and   disciplines   in   Vietnam   to   join   the   VCCA .   By  
working   together   we   will   mul�ply   our   efforts   and   mobilise   the   climate   ac�on   that   is   needed   to  
ensure   the   long-term   security,   health   and   prosperity   of   Vietnam,   and   Vietnam’s   contribu�on   to  
delivering   a   safe   planet   for   us   all.   

 

http://www.alliancesforclimateaction.com/

