
 

 

  

© Zig Koch / WWF 

 



 

  

Think about the last time you walked through a forest. The 
animals, plants, fungi, and micro-organisms like bacteria found 
in the forest are all essential to its health. Remove even one of 
them and the health of the forest is threatened. Each of these 
species works together in the forest ecosystem, like an intricate 
web, to maintain balance and support life.   
  

Biodiversity refers to the variety of life found in a particular 
ecosystem and it is essential for a healthy planet.  Biodiversity 
supports everything in nature that we need to survive: food, 
clean water, medicine, and shelter. In order to cope with a 
changing world, we must protect the diversity of species. 
 

There are millions of ecosystems on Earth, and each is home to 
thousands of species. But the diversity of life in these realms is 
under threat from deforestation, rising temperatures, and over-
harvesting.  
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Forests are home to more than three-
quarters of the world's life on land, and 
biodiversity is essential to a healthy 
forest. Forest dwellers pollinate flowers, 
disperse seeds, help create soil, and 
perform other crucial roles that affect 
natural regeneration and carbon storage.  
 
Scientists estimate more than 2 million 
species live in ocean waters and nine out 
ƻŦ ǘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜn fully identified.   
 
Coral reefs cover roughly 255,000 km2 of 
shallow tropical seas, representing less 
than 0.1% of the ocean surface, but 
accounting for one-quarter to one-third of 
marine biodiversity.  
 
/ƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ м҈ ƻŦ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ 
rivers, lakes and inland wetlands host 
approximately one-third of vertebrate 
species and 10% of all species.  
 
Our global biodiversity is under threat.  

Since 1970, there has been an average 

68% decline in the global populations of 

mammals, fish, birds, amphibians, and 

reptiles. 5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ²²CΩǎ 2020 Living 

Planet Report for more information. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6Ua_zWDH6U
https://www.worldwildlife.org/publications/living-planet-report-2020
https://www.worldwildlife.org/publications/living-planet-report-2020

