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EXCERPTED FROM WINTER 2015

DISCOVER 
KYRGYZSTAN 
As climate change makes Asia’s high  
mountains more arid, snow leopards  
become a rallying point to help the  
people of Kyrgyzstan seek new ways  
to adapt.
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A Kyrgyz boy on the 
main road in the 

small, high-mountain 
village of Ak-Shyrak, a 

WWF project site.







Herding yaks, such 
as those in this 
demonstration herd, 
is being promoted 
as part of a suite of 
climate-adaptation 
strategies for high-
altitude communities.
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Environmental education 
projects in Kyrgyzstan’s 
high mountain com-
munities are fostering 
a new generation of 
conservation stewards.
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A herd of yaks streams 
through a pass in the 
Tien Shan Mountains 
in Kyrgyzstan. WWF 
supports the inclusion 
of yaks in the region’s 
agricultural activities, 
as they can tolerate the 
projected changes in  
climate better than sheep  
and other livestock.
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